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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hildene is situated on 412 acres of land located between the Battenkill
River and River Road (easterly section) and extending from River Road
westerly over one of the highest ridges in Manchester, toward Route 7.
There are two private access roads into the westerly section in which
the mansion is located. The property contains a total of 22 structures
and amenities. The Main Dwelling, Carriage Barn and out buildings are
located on about 140 acres of land within the Manchester Village limits.
The farmhouses and barns are located on about 4,000 feet of frontage on
the west side of River Road and 3,000 feet frontage on the east side.

The main dwelling (1) built for R. T. Lincoln by the Boston architectural
firm of Shepley, Rutan, and Coolidge in 1904, is situated at the high
point of the ridge commanding unexcelled panoramic views of Equinox
Mountain to the, west and the Green Mountains to the south and east. The
carriage barndk4) and out buildings located in the western section
{3,5,6,7,8,9,10711) were all built within several years of the main
dwelling. The farm buildings along River Road (12,14,15,16,17), directly
below the promontory upon which the main dwelling is located, date from
the early 19th century. They have been used in conjunction with the
estate since the time Lincoln purchased the property. The estate's
buildings and property are all in remarkably good condition and continue
to portray the turn of the century grandeur and exclusiveness.

Buildings within "Hildene":

1) The main dwelling - The Georgian Revival style mansion house, built
in the Neo~Colonial mode, is situated on a high promontory overlooking
the Manchester Valley at the end of a one mile tree-lined driveway.

The driveway is directed so as to afford a striking view of the house
when a visitor approaches. '

The house is fourteen bays by two bays with a projecting entrance and .
porte~cochere which bisects the main facade. The structure consists of

a two and a half story center section with a hipped roof and two hipped
wings, each two stories.

The house is built upon brick foundations with exterior marble facing.

A wooden water table surrounds the building above the marble foundation
level. The walls of the structure are covered with a light yellow-
brown stucco, which is in very good condition. The hipped roofs are
asphalt shingle, but the gable roof of the entrance projection .still
possesses its original wooden shingles. ' There are five chimneys in
irregular placement. Each corner of the exterior walls is defined by
wooden quoins. There is a rear porch on the south elevation, west s%de.
Originally this porcqiyggpﬂed"a;oundvthg”yps;iﬁggﬁngutkgggﬂ;emoved with-
in several years of the building's complétion. ~ The rémoval of the porch
resulted in a structural change which added one room to the west wing,

(Continued on Continuation Sheet 7-1)
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lengthening the roof line and adding a new chimney. A wooden cornice
with fret band and modillion brackets surrounds the structure beneath
the eaves. Between each modillion on the soffit, attic ventilators
have been installed.

The main, or north, facade is divided into two sections by a projecting
central gable-front entrance with colossal side pilasters and a one-
story porte-cochere with a flat roof and lattice work railing. The
projecting entrance is a partially closed porch with three openings
on the first story and an enclosed room on the second story. The
main opening, leading from the porte-cochere to the front door,

is strictly classical in detail with a full entablature with a
denticulated cornice, supported by two corner pilasters and two free
standlng fluted Ionic columns with scamozzi capitols. The side open-
ings, which are unglazed, are shaped as doors, buf not used as such.
They have side pilasters supportlng entablatures, and provlde light
to the porch. The front door is flanked by two 1/2 sidelights with
oval leaded designs. These are in turn flanked by two more 1/2
sidelights with elght rectangular lights each, which light side hall
closets. The various elements of the entry are separated by attenuated
Doric pilasters. At the second story of the projecting entrance
section is a pseudo-Palladian window with a 6/6/sash flanked by two
2/2 sidelights and capped by a semi~circular louvered fanlight with
a console centered in the surround. The fenestration of the main
facade is designed with 12/12 sash windows on the first story and

8/8 sash windows on the second story. All of the windows have black
louvered shutters.

The south, or rear, elevation faces onto a beautiful formal garden.

A brick pavement several feet wide and lined with marble curbing ex-
tends the full length of the center section of the house. 1In this
elevation the wings are recessed one bay back from the central section.
The projecting central section is subdivided into three divisions,
each defined by drain pipes attached to the wall. The middle division
contains a double door flanked by two pilasters with a flute and reed
motif at the neck of each pilaster. The pilastersssupport a denti-
culated cornice and a broken segmental pediment with a centered
ball-finial on a console. Flanking the double doors are two 6/6/6
sash windows. The two side divisions are identical to each other,
each with an 8/8/8 sash window with pilasters with fluted and reeded
necks supporting denticulated triangular pediments. Flanking each

of these windows are two 6/6/6 ‘sash windows. The roof in the central

(Continued on Continuation Sheet 7-2)
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section contains three gabled dormers, the central dormer with a seg-
mental pediment and the side dormers with triangular pediments,
corresponding to the first story fenestration.

The first floor interior contains a very formal entry foyer with an
intricate multi-spindled staircase leading to the second floor,
forming a balcony overlooking the foyer. Organ pipes are encased at
the balcony level in very intricate cabinets with spindles and fret
moldings. The library, to the west of the foyer, has an elaborate
fireplace built into a mahogany panel wall. Across the foyer is the
dining room with an ornately decorated panel wall and fireplace.

The wall paper in the dining room is layered, achieving a more three
dimensional effect. The detailing is derived from Greek precendents,
the ceiling cornice being complete with triglyphs and metopes. Through
the dining room is a large pantry and kitchen in which a large wood
and coal burning stove remain. Other first floor rooms include

R. T. Lincoln's study with fireplace and a separate filing room,

a guest bedroom and bath, a servants' dining room, and a rear hall

to the back stairway.

The second-floor, east wing, contains four servants' rooms, a bath,

and a utility room with floor to ceiling cabinets. The central section
and west wing contain two bedrooms with complete baths, two bedrooms
with a connecting bath, a master bedroom with-a fireplace, and linen
and storage closets. Each bedroom is equipped with Dutch doors.

The attic is one large room lit by dormers on the south slope. It
is totally insulated against the roof, and has ventilated soffits.
A great many trunks of old clothing, and cabinets filled with old

books and toys are stored in the attic space.

The basement contains two hot air furnaces and is sectioned into
various rooms with interior plaster sheathing. An elevator runs

from the basement to the attic for passenger and material use.
Originally it operated by a rope pull, but has since been electrified.

2) Studio - To the east of the mansion, within the side delivery
area, is a five bay by one bay, one story structure built for Mrs.
Beckwith as a studio in the early 1930's. It is a frame structure
clad with clapboards. It has a centered entrance with 3/4 length
sidelights flanked by pilasters. An open verandah with six square
columns spans all five bays. The roof is hipped and clad with slate
shingles. There is a skylight in the north slope.

(Continued on Continuation Sheet 7-3)
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3) Observatory - An observatory is located to the north east of the
mansion on a cliff overlooking the Battenkill River Valley. It is a
brick cylinder approximately eight feet in diameter with a rotating
wood and canvas hemispherical roof on metal wheels. The brick wall
is approximately seven feet high,laid with a common bond in Flemish
variation. The structure is presumed to have been built at the time
of the mansion. The telescope was removed in the late 1920's and
donated to the Burr and Burton Seminary in Manchester.

4) Carriage Barn - A carriage barn is located about 200 yards to the
southwest of the mansion house, through a lightly wooded area and on

a lower terrain. The clapboarded barn is one and one half stories
with an asphalt shingle and wood shingle bellcast hipped roof. It

is five bays on the main facade, bisected by a one and one half story
projecting gable front entrance, generally corresponding to the format
of the mansion. There is a field stone foundation with tooled mortar
joints. The barn has 6/6 windows in the first story. There are two
bellcast hipped dormers on the north slope of the roof, and five bell-
cast shipped dormers on the south. Projecting beneath the eaves,
surrounding the structure are exposed rafter tails.

The projecting entrance has a gable front with exposed purlins, simu-
lating modillions, and a cornice with plain returns, which are supported
by wooden corner pilasters. There are two -swinging doors, each with

nine lights, leading into the carriage room. The doors are encased

by a surround with an entablature., Above the doors in the front gable

is a round headed sash.window with pronounced imposts and a keystone

in . wood.

Bisecting the west elevation at the second story is a projecting,
gabled, hayloft entrance with a pulley and track below its doors.,

On the east side of the first floor is the large carriage room.

The stable area is on the west side, containing several horse stalls
and more recently added cattle stanchions with a pipe line milker.
The second floor contains a spacious estate manager's apartment and
a hay storage area over the stables.

(Continued on Continuation Sheet 7=4)
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5) Potting Shed - A one bay by two bay potting shed is located to the
south of the carriage barn in the barn yard. It is one story with a
bellcast hipped roof clad with wooden shingles. It is frame construc-
tion with clapboarded walls.

6) Greenhouse - A greenhouse is situated several yards to the south-
west of the potting shed. The foundation and lower walls are concrete.
It is in very deteriorated condition and little remains of the glass
and framing members.

7) Shed - West of the potting shed is a small wood frame shed with
clapboarded walls and a wood shingled, hipped roof.

8) Pony Barn - Defining the westernmost boundary of the barnyard is
a seven bay by one bay pony barn. It is one and a half stories with
clapboarded walls and a hipped roof with a gable dormer on the north
slope. '

9) Shed =~ To the north of the pony barn is a wood framed shed with a
hipped roof and clapboarded walls.

10) Gazebo = Through the woods, to the west of the carriage barn com-
plex, is a small gazebo made of eight square brick posts supporting
an octagonal wooden cornice and a hemispherical wood shingle roof.

The floor area of the gazebo is laid in brick. At one time the gazebo
accompanied a children's playhouse near this site, which has since
deteriorated.

11) Ice House - To the north of the carriage barn is an ice house. It
is a one and one half level frame structure with a bellcast gable

roof of wooden shingles. The walls are approximately two and one

half inches thick and composed of three overlapping planks with an
outer layer of clapboards. The roof is supported by @ scissor truss
system. An open ventilator with a bellcast gable roof is centered

on the roof ridge. In recent years the structure has been used to
refine maple sap.

12) Shed - To the east of the ice house is a one story rectangular
shed open on one side. It is clad with shiplap siding and has a
bellcast gable roof with asphalt shingles.

(Continued on Continuation Sheet 7-5)
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13) Entrance Gates -~ Located at the northernmost and westernmost
coordinates of the property are entrance gates. They ¢lose off the
two means of access to the mansion. They consist of four brick posts,
two wooden posts and picket fencing arranged in a semi-elliptical
shape and bisected by the drive.

14) North Farm House - Situated on the west side of River Road is the
North Farm. The house consists of a two and one half story, five

by two bay, main block with a central chimney dating from 1800, and
one and one half story wings on the north and south elevations.

The main block measures 40' by 30' and has an entrance with 1/2
sidelights and 6/4 moveable sashes. It has a stone foundation, a
slated gable roof and clapboarded walls. The north wing measures

24' by 20' and the south wing is 40' by 24', There is decorative
shingle siding on the east wall and south gable. A colonial revival
porch extends the full length of all three sections. Inside the main
block are two marble-faced fireplaces. Attached to the west wall of
the north wing is a 28' by 30' ice house., Detached, to the west of the
house, is a 3' by 3' smoke house.

15) North Farm Corn Crib - Located to the southwest of the North Farm
is a 15' by 30' corn crib built around 1920. It sits on wooden posts,
on cement blocks. The first level has vertical board siding, Above
this level the walls slope outward and are clad with clapboards. It
has a gabled, asbestos roof with exposed rafter ends.

16) North Farm Garage - To the south of the corn crib is a 33' by 20'
garage built around 1920, It is of stud construction with clapboarded
walls and a gabled, slate roof.

17) North Farm Silo - To the southeast of the garage are the remains
of a 12' diameter 20' high stone silo.

18) North Farm Machine Storage Barn - On the west side of River Road,
south of the silo remains is a 40' by 20' frame barn with two sliding
doors, a wooden floor, slate roof, novelty siding, and a stone and
cement foundation. It was built around 1905.

19) Schoolhouse - On the east side of River Road, slightly to the
south of the North Farm Barn is a one story former schoolhouse.built
around 1840. It has a gable roof ornamented towards the street.

The wall construction consists of sawn two inch thick planks laid

(Continued on Continuation Sheet 7-6)
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horizontally, one on top of the other. The exterior is sheathed with
clapboards. The interior wall slants outward and then inward again.
The windows are 9/6 sash windows. There is a plain board frieze and
molded corners with returns. The entrance has flanking pilasters
supporting an entablature.

20) Main Farm Dairy Barn - On the east side of River Road, 2/10 miles
south of the North Farm, is a 70' by 30' dairy barn of two and one
half levels. It is of mortise and tenon construction with an attached
frame, tongue, and groove, 34' by 14' silo. The barn and silo have
slated roofs. There are two large entry doors in front, from River
Road. There is an attached milk house with asphalt siding and
asphalt roof. The barn was built &; 1890.

21) Main Farm Horse Barn - On the east side of River Road, south of the
dairy barn, is a one and one half level, 27' by 36' horse barn with

a slated gable roof and clapboarded walls. It contains built-in

horse stalls, and was built c. 1890, !

22) Main Farm House -~ Located on the west side of River Road, directly-
west of the Main Farm Barn buildings, is the main farm house complex.
It is an attached farmhouse formed by two 5 by 2 bay, 36' by 24°',
one and one half story Greek Revival farm houses joined by a 24'
one story section. The north block has a central entrance with 3/4
sidelights and an entrance porch over the middle three bays. It
also has marble facing on its foundations and a marble walkway. The
south block has a large cross gable with returns facing east and three
pedimented well dormers on the west side. There is a one story screened
porch on its south end. The connecting section has an Italianate door,
north of center, and a porch supported on square posts connecting the
two main blocks. Window sashes are 2/2 and 6/6 and the roof is slated.
The farm house was built around 1830.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hildene estate is a well preserved example of an extravagant and
exclusive summer residence built at the turn of the century in the
Manchester area. The estate is significant for three primary reasons:
it was built for Robert Todd Lincoln and remained in his family until
1975; the excellently proportioned Georgian Revival style mansion was
designed by Shepley;~ Rutan and Coolidge, and it represents a way of
life which is diminishing in our present society and culture.

The Hildene estate was the summer residence of Robert Todd Lincoln,
the only son of Abraham Lincoln to live to maturity. Lincoln bought
the land for the estate in 1902 and commissioned the highly regarded
Boston architectural firm of Shepley,(gzangand Coolidge to design
the main house and carriage barn, whi were completed by 1%04.

Robert Todd Lincoln (1843-1926) was a lawyer, cabinet officer,and
diplomat. He graduated from Harvard College in 1864 and after a
short period im Harvard Law® School he participated in the Civil War
as-a captain on the staff of General U. S. Grant. After the war he
opened a law office in Chicago. In 1881 he was appointed Secretary
of War, a post he filled until 1885. From 1889-1893 he was Minister
to the Court of St. James, London. In the latter year he was appointed
counsel to the Pullman Company, becoming president in 1897 and chairman
of the board of directors in 1%11l. He was also on the board of
directors of the Commonwealth Edison Co. and the Continental and
Commercial National Bank. :

Lincoln had homes in Washington, D.C. and in Chicago, but he spent
every summer at Hildene until his death in 1926. He died at the mansion
and was interred in Manchester. His body was transferred to Arlington
National Cemetery the following vear.

The estate was in the Lincoln family until 1975, when it was bequeathed
to the Christian Science Church. Following Robert Todd Lincoiln's
death, his wife and daughters lived at Hildene, and the" last’ occupant
of the house was his granddaughter, Mary Lincoln Beckwith.

(Continued on-Continuation Sheet 8-1)
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The mansion is completely furnished, with most of the furniture dating
from Robert Todd Lincoln's first occupancy in 1904. Lincoln's library
and collection of books and documents remain in the house.

Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge was a prominent Boston architectural firm
which continued H. H. Richardson's practice. After following
Richardson's stylistic mode, they turned from it to the more popular
Neo-Colonial and Renaissance Revival styles. Among their other works
are the Central Building of the Chicago Public Libary (1893) and the
Albany Union Station (1900), both on the National Register. They

are also remembered for adding the porch to Richardson's Trinity Church
in Boston in 1895.

The lifestyle of which Hildene is a tangible fragment is today dis=-
appearing from the American scene. At the time it was built, wealthy
clients were commissioning such lavish summer homes at various points
on the East Coast, the best-known assemblage being at Newport, Rhode
Island. These clients, through the showcase nature of their residences,
influenced the course of American domestic architecture to no small
degree. The styles chosen by the wealthy eventually filtered down
to less affluent builders and became more pervasive, through emulation
by the middle class. Hildene is one of the grander examples of this house
type in Vermont, and represents a period which was perhaps the high
point of individual conspicuous consumption in architecture.

-.;——a—-——- - - et e L el e — ~



Form No. 10-300a
{Kev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED , !)l3 2 4 1977
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED 0CcT 2R >

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 1

|
Collier's Encyclopedia, MacMillan Educational Corp., New York, 1977,
Vol. 14

Interviews

Ken Hill, Caretaker of Hildene '
Resident of Main Farmhouse, River Road, Manchester

Robert Schmid, President of Friends of Hildene
Manchester, Vermont 05254
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historic name Hildene(Additional Documentation)
other names/site number The Lincoln Family Home at Hildene

2, Location

street & number _820 Hildene Road not for publication N/A
city or town Manchester ‘ vicinity N/A
state Vermont code VT __ county Bennington code _003  zip code 05254

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
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(%ﬁ of the Keeper Date of Action
I, hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register
__See continuation sheet.

___determined eligible for the
National Register
__See continuation sheet.

__ determined not eligible for the
National Register

S_;moved from the National Register
other (explain):. uInen
aaanonel Doe

%
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Hildene (Additional Documentation) Bennington County, Vermont
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

{Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources)

X _private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

__ public-local __district 12 5 buildings

___public-State __site 3 sites

____public-Federal __structure 5 structures

__object 0 objects

20 5 Total

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed

{Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register

N/A 22

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Category: DOMESTIC Subcategory: single dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE professional
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE agricultural field

storage
EDUCATION research facility

Current Functions
(Enter caregories from instructions)

Category: RECREATION AND CULTURE Subcategory: museum
outdoor recreation
EDUCATION research facility
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE animal facility
LANDSCAPE garden

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
LATE_19" AND 20" CENTURY foundation  Granite
REVIVALS - COLONIAL REVIVAL walls Wood
Brick
Stucco
roof Asphalt

other



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form Page 3

Hildene (Additional Documentation) Bennington County, Vermont
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

__ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

X Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

__C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,or method of construction or represents the work
of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and dnstmguushable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

___D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or hlstory

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
b removed from its original location.
__C abirthplace or a grave.
__d acemetery.
__ e areconstructed building, object,or structure.
__f acommemorative property.
__g less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

[

Areas of Significance Period of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 1905-1955
CONSERVATION
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
INDUSTRY
Significant Dates
1905; 1908
Significant Person Cultural Affiliation
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A

Lincoln , Robert Todd

Architect/Builder
Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge

Narrative Statement of Significance
Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation shéets.) |

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been __ State Historic Preservation Office
requested. _._Other State agency

X previously listed in the National Register __ Federal agency

__previously determined eligible by the National Register . __ Local government

__designated a National Historic Landmark University

__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #__ X Other

__recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # _____ Name of repository:

Archives, Hildene the Lincoln
Family Home.
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Hildene (Additional Documentation) Bennington County, Vermont
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ 412 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
118 657620 4778275 3 18 655870 4777510 5 18 656385 4779520
2 18 656960 4777500 4 18 655245 4778080

___See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title _Brian Knight, Curator

organization __Friends of Hildene, Inc. date
street & number __ P.O. Box 377 _ telephone _ (802) 362-1788
city or town Manchester ~_ state _ VT zip code _05254

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPQ or FPO.)

name Friends of Hildene, Inc.

street & number 1005 Hildene Road telephone (802) 362 -1788
city or town _Manchester state Vermont zip code 05254

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting
burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and
completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions
Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. '
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Hildene (Additional Documentation)
Name of Property

Manchester, Bennington County, Vermont
County and State

Section number _7 Page __ 1

This is an amendment to the National Register form for Hildene, listed November 1977.
The original National Register application stated that Hildene was of local and state
significance. This amendment provides evidence that the building is eligible for the National
Register at the national level. In addition, several changes have occurred on the propetty,
which are outlined heteafter.

Main House (Building #1) 1905 contributing

Robert Todd Lincoln’s study temains as it was when he lived at Hildene from 1905-1926.
The library contains all of his original books and the upholstery and shades were the same
fabrics found in a deluxe Pullman Car. In 1908, Lincoln extended the fitst floor westward by
eighteen feet to accommodate an office for Robert Todd Lincoln’s sectetaries. Lincoln
installed an elaborate built-in filing system where he kept al<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>